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Gruhn ðͤ oC. 
X SI was a Stranger to the ſtate of the 
Keligious Societies, when you requeſted 
+ me to preach your annual Sermon, 1 
made it my bufineſs to gain the beſt Informa- 
tion I could, as well from yourſelves as others, Þ 
that I might addreſs myſelf to them with he 
greater propriety. / | ID 
Ihe intelligence I received from you. foor 


4 


determined my Subject; and it gave me ple 
ſure to find my choice ſo well approved nud 
fo ſatisfactory as well to yourſelves, as tothe | 


worthy Clergymen and others, who favoured - "i 


me with their attention. 


But I was in hopes my buſineſs had ended © © 


there; this however could not be allowed. 
Your earneſt Defire to have the Sermon made 
public, and the repeated requeſts of many, 

(who were pleaſed to ſignify, that they thought 
the Diſtinctions made in it, might be of ge- 
neral Utility) could not be reſiſted, either by 


my wiſhes to avoid the trouble, or by my. 


Az y .. - «pre 


q 45 iv TE 

apprehenſions of the Calumny which might 
reafonably be expected, or the Publication of 
ſuch a Diſcourſe. _ 

Should this be the . I muſt. 
make my appeal to you; though I may be 
permitted to ſay, that I am the leſs ſollicitous 

on that head, not only through the conſci- 
_ ofiſneſs of my ſincere intentions, but as the 
Sermon hath paſſed the accurate inſpection, 
and been favoured with the approbation of ſome 
of the Clergy eſpecially : whole Names, were 
1 1 0 to mention them, would be my 
ſufficient Defence againſt all the poiſon of i 
'.  Obloquy; and all the Darts of Cenſure: 
which, when they fly concealed in the dark: 
neſs of anonymous attacks, will always meet 
That neglect they ſo juſtly, deſerve. The gal- 
lant enemy boldly Achte on fair ground, and 
in open day; the murderer and aſſaſſin my 
- ſtab 3 in the night. 

Some of my worthy Brethren have ex- 
preſſed their deſire, that I ** would enlarge, 
4 in a Preface, more fully on the proper and 
© diſtinguiſhing criterion between thoſe who 
„ are, and are called Methodiſts, and thoſe 
who may be ſo called, but are not really ſuch; 
who are fincere and intelligent Believers, 
. might more properly be called 
HD. methodifts.” But 1 apprehend there is no 

further need, after what I have ſaid in the 
the Sermon; which I hope will be found 
[ | fufficient ; ; if not, any fate occaſion offered 
Ee 
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to enlarge on this head, ſhall not be paſſed. 


"Ofc; 


The cry of Mot hodiſm is frequently raiſed 


by ſuch as are totally ignorant of the nature 


of the 
i . ) : : © I 
of the Thing. The Obſervations made in the 


ulation ; and many are ſtigmatized 
with the Name, who are perfectly innocent 


following Diſcourſe may-poſhbly ſerve to ſet- 


tle the point in ſome degree; or at leaſt to 


ſtop the Tongues of thoſe, who very unjuſtly 


caſt the aſperſion, where there is not the leaſt 


cauſe. And it deſerves, perhaps, to be con- 
ſidered, by all ſerious and fincere Proteſtants, . 
Yoon. the affixing the Charge of Methodifm, - 


'&Cc. in iſcriminately upon men of unblamea- 


ble Lives, and irreproachable Converſation, . * 


may not tend Frau to prejudiee our holy © 
Faith in general, 


umph, to the Deift and Papiſt; equally pleaſ- 


ing. And if ſo, can we be too accurate in 
our Diſtinctions, or too cautious in our Impu- 


tations '—remembering, that while we con- 5 1 
found Chirzſtianity and Methodiſm, we are do- 


ing diſcredit to the former, in the ſame pro- 


portion, that we are giving weight and dig- 
nity to the latter. Ot „ 
For myſelf, I have the ſatisfaction to de- 


clare, that the ſentiments of the preſent Ser- 


ted, ever ſince I had the happineſs to preach 


mon are thoſe which I have publicly profeſ- 


A3 in 


| and to bring a reproach up= 
on Chriſtianity itſelf, through the pretended © i 
offence of Methodiſm: this may be a 


1 vi J 
in this City, however, in ſome 1 they 
may have been miſrepreſented or miſunder- 
ſtood; and therefore, while the Diſcourſe 
may be of advantage to others, it will ſerye | 
to ſet FOR. and vingicate the ne of, 


GENTLEMEN, - 


. Va our - much ale, 


Parirow, Nov. 3. 
e 


And fincere Friend, 


WIILIAM Dopp. 
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1 than that be Chriſtian Relig! ion 
is calculated, above all other fit.” 
tions 1 0 promote univerſal peace, harmony, 
and concord; yet it is melancholy to obſer re, 
how much chene good ends have.been.frul> 
trated in almoſt every age, through the pride 
and prejudice, the folly and ignorance, the 
wickedneſs and depravity of mankind: OV 
looking the main deſign, and inattentive to 
the princip-1 view of this divine inſtitution, 5 
Men have made it, ab it were, a ſ tage. 
whereon to fight their unhallowed Combats 
And ſcarce any undertaking, howeyer'weak, * 
worldly, and wicked; but hath been fanctife! 
with the venerable pretext of a Zeal for Chriſt's 1 
Religion. e 
This miſchief was early introduced wad 8 
hath been widely diffuſed: Our Nation hath g 
experienced its pernicious effects; nor is ihe 3 ] 
Evil by any means removed from amongſt s 
the Neceſſity of caution againſt it cannot 
therefore of conſequence be removed. And 
as the preſent Religious Societies were original 
7 inſtituted with a 1 to preſerve the 


A 4 25 Union 
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4 5 "res nb rest OP. 
'Union and ſupport the Honour of the Church 
of England, 1 ok not how I can mote pro- 

rly _ the office appointed me, than 
y laying before you the great Importance 
and true Nature. of that Unity, which is ſo. 
commendable and uſeful in all, fo effentially | 
requiſite in the Chriſtian Communion ; and a 
due regard for which, will be our beſt pre- 
ſervatide againſt unſettled Opinions, and ir- 
ks e * then 1 will ann 
f io 0. : 


2 : HOES 


Fes, By a to > you {hes of APY 
paſſages in the 8 facred Scripture, which 
- 0 recommend and inforce this Duty. tay 


; Seren x, By explaining its true Nature, ; 
8 and ſug geſting the beſt method to 7 


PR conſider the e ty and Uſefulneſs | 
opt theſe Societies to that end. This with 
aan Addreſs, 1. To ſuch as are Members 
of the Societies, and 2. to ſuch as are 
dat, will ſufficiently employ ey ae 
5 Diſcourſe. Li x, 


I. 1am to lay . you, 3 of whoſs | 

/ paſſages in Sacred Scripture, which ſpeak of. 
. and recommend Chriſtian Unity. | 
Amongſt which there are none . 
- greater attention, than thoſe connected with 
the words of my Text: St. Paul in the be- 

N e of the Oy refieth the . | 

to 
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10a ae of Gach Dutton a8 medially 0 
tend to unity, in very affectionate Terms. 1 
tbergfore, the pri ſoner of the Lord, Beſerch'you, 
that you walk worthy of tlie votution wherewith 
ge are called, with all lawlinefs and meekneſs, 25 
vill long ſuffering, for bearing one another in 
Toe; endeavouring to keep: the unity of fh pi. 
rit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and 
one ſpirit, \ even as ye. are called in ont hope of 55 
pour calling: One Lord, one faith, one baptiſm, — 
Dne Gad and Father of all; who is above all, and 
' through all, and in you. all. He then proceeds 
to ſpeak of the different adminiſtrations, offices, 
and gifts in this oze Body; which rightly _. 
_ uſed, all tend to its Edification; and arfre 
given of God, for the perfecting of the Sainte, 5 
Jr tlie work of the miniſtry, for. the eadifyins of = 
the body of Chrift : till we all come in the unity - 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son ” 
70d unte a perfect Man, unto the Meafure 9 
| the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chrift : That ae 
| bencefarth be no more children” :ofſed to ings? f 
Bo, and carried about with every wind of Dor. 
trine, by:the ſleight of men, and ounning craftineſs, 
whereby they lie in wait to decerve : but Jpeaking 
tlie truth in Love, may grow up into lam in all 
things, 20hois the head, even Chriſt : from us 
the whole-body: fitly Joined together, and compatt= . 
ed by that which every Joint ſupplieth, according 
To the efjettual working in the meaſure of every. 
part, maketh increaſe oF the' Buys "Res ile vr” 
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—_ 4 : Cautions: eit MT noblen, 5 
= In like manner, in his Epiſtle: to the Ro- 
mas, he compares the Union of Chriſtians 
with Chriſt, and with each other, to the union 
of the head and members in the body natu-— 
ral. As we have many, Members in one Body, 
and all Members have not the ſame office ſo e, 
being many, are one body in Chri 0 and every one 
: Members one of another. And again, in his firſt 
1 Epiſtle to the Corinthians, As the body is one, 
= and hath many Members, and all the We 5 
i of that one mY being many, are one body : 
4000 is Chriſt. For 175 one ſpirit wwe are all 3 | 
 tized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gen- 
kla ao iether we be bond or fret: and have been 
aul made to drink into one ſpirit. For the Body 
is not one Member, but many.—Now ye are the 
- of Chrift, and Members in particular. 
Again, —The bread which we break, is it not the © 
Communion of the Body of Chriſt ? For wwe being 
many are one Bread and one Body. Ver, we are 
all partakers of that'one Bread. | 
_+ Very" perfe& is the Idea whath we Nee 
eh of this bleſſed Unity from that deſcrip- 
tion of the Church of Chriſt, which we read 
0 the ſecond and in the fourth Chapters of 
3 * 2 the Aa. There we are told, they that glad- 
h received Peter's word, were baptized, and 
the ſame Day, there was added unto them about 
three thouſand ſouls: and they continued Readfaſt=. 8 
ly in the Apoſtles Doctrine and fellowſhip, and in 
breaking of Bread, and in Prayers. — They had 
all nge! in common . and continuing daily with ' 
b 15 one 
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| or tn ebe , 1 . 2 
one N in the Temple, and breaking Bread + 
from houſe to' houſe, did eat their meat with glad- 
"neſs and fence of. Heart; praifing God: and 
having favour with all the people. Again, the "1 
| Multitude of them that. believed, were q ne 
heart and of one foul : neither ſaid any of them 
that aught of the things which he poſſeſſed WAS Hits 
own; but they had all things common. 
Of ſuch a ſociety one might well ſay ak 
| David, Beholg, how good and how Joyful a thing 
it is, Brethren, to dwell together in Unity. "Jt 
is like the precious ointment upon the head, that -. | 
ran down unto the beard, even upon Aaron's 2 
beard, and went down to the ſkirts of his eloath- © 
ing. And of ſo great conſequence was it 
thought, to preſerve this Unity, that upon a 
ſurvey of the Scriptures, you will find innu- 
merable paſſages exhorting to it, and to have 
peace one with another; -as well as diſſuading 
from every thing which might tend to de- 
ſtroy it. Amongtt theſe the words of St. Paul, 
at the Concluſion of his Epiſtle to the Romans, 
much merit our regard. Now I beſeech you. 
Brethren, mark them which cauſe Divifions and 
Offences, contrary to the Doctrine which ye 
have learned; and avoid them. For th y that 
are fuch, ferve not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, du. 
their own belly; their own carnal luſts, inte- 5 : 9 
reſts, and e * and by good words * — 
* e decerve the hearts of the Ops 


* See Doddridge 8 Paraphraſe 


6 ae 3 Mar nopisN, 


the unwary, ſincere, and honeſt-hearted:. And 


An the fifteenth Chapter, nothing can be more 
affectionate than his Addreſs : Now the G 
-of patience and conſolation grant you to be liłe- 
minded one towards another,” according to Chriſt 
Jeſus : that ye may with one mind and one mouth, . 
glorify God, even che Father of our . Jefus i 
0 e. a 
Theſe + WY (to which” may more 
eng be added, if need were) are ſufficient 
to ſhew you the great importance of Chriſ- 
tian Unity, and che danger that may attend 
a breach of it“: And indeed, the firſt and 
beſt Chriſtians held it fo important to pre- 
ſerve, ſo dangerous to diſſolye, this ſacred 
Bond, that many of them choſe to forego the 
; greateſt advantages, to ſuffer the greateſt loſſes 
and inconveniences, rather than infringe the 
inviolable Unity of the Church of Chriſt. — 
Happy had it "of for the Chriſtian World, 
if their meek and modeſt Spirit had more dif- 
| fuſed its -pleating influence; if their com- 
mendable Examples had animated more to a 
laudable imitation And this we ſhall fully 
ſee by conſidering in the next place, the true 
8605 ol of this 32 0 5 


II. There is no Argument which the Ro- 
Wen Catholics are more fond of preſſing in 
their own Favour, than what they call the 


* See Biſhop Burnet's four Diſcouſes to the Clergy of 
the Dioceſe of Sarum. II IV. p. 268, 299, &c. 
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| Unity of the Ghurch. ** The Church of Chriſtss 
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gay they, is but one.” In this we are agreed 
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with them. Out of that Church, ſay they, 
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„I defire to be underſtood here in the fame ſenſe with 
our own Church, when ſhe faith in the Catechiſm, hae 
= <« the 'Sacraments are generally neceſſaty to Salystion“ 
19 God forbid. that we ſhould take upon us to exclude an 
from all poffibility of Salvation ; of to. determine aught re- 


* 


r 


fſpecting any of thoſe, who, through invincible ignorance or 
prejudice, are not actually admitted ints the vi/ible Church = 
of Chriſt, nor made covenanted Members thereof, -we 
leave them to the merciful God, in whoſe hands they are, 
and ſpeak here only of the Church in general, and of is 
viſible Members: for though we are altured that there is 
no Salvation but in Jeſus Chriſt, (Sees Aas iv. % % ñéů ñœ %PFUPETu 
we muſt not pretend to ſay, how fer the benefits df his 
univerfal Redemption, may extend. —In what follows tog, 
be it obſerved, that wi ſpeak only of the vile or militat i 
Church of Chriſt, not the i-0ifbIz, or Church triumphant. 8 
Two or three Definitions of the former are added hmm 3 
others; from whence the Reader may draw his , 
eluſions: mine are freely delivered above. — In the g * © 
5 Article of the Church of England we. read, The vibe 
« Church of Chriſt is a congregation of faithful Men, in _ 
« which the pure Word of God is preached, and the BW a. 
«-craments duly miniſtered, according to Chriſt's Ordi- 
* nance, in all thoſe things, that of neceſſity are requiſite = 
4 to the ſame,” Dr. Watts ſaith, The whole viible bY 
« Church of Chriſt upon Earth conſiſts of all thoſe'perlons 7-2 
c in the World, that make a viſible and credible profeflion* > = 
ec of the Chriſtian Religion, however fcattered through al! 
«© Nations, and whether joined together by mutual agree. 
_ «© ment in particular ſocieties, or not.“ See his Works, 
Vol, VI. 4to. p. 42. Dr. Hammond, in his Cateqhim, 
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F that one; only true; holy and Catholic Churchi. 
Here we are abſolutely divided; for tho we 
may grant that church to be a Member of the 
Churcb univerſal, yet we by no Means allow: | 
it to be the uniwerſal Chiurcel. 
The holy, Catholic, or {ST Church | 
( of Chriſt, in which we profeſs in our Creeds 
to believe, is * the whole Multitude of thoſe 
cc. Fans., WhO embrace and profeſs. the. 
Chriſtian Religion, and are joined. together, 
x " by the means of the Sacraments rightly and | 
« duly adminiſtered, in one Body or Society, | 
te under one Head, Jeſus Chriſt, through the 
er influence of one and the ſame Holy Spi- 
<«c'rit.” This is what we mean, When we 
ſpeak of the Catholic Church. But When we 
ſpeak of a Church of any particular Denomi- 
nation, as the Greet, the Et hiopic, the Church 
of England, we mean only ſome particular 
church, which is but a branch of the Church 
univerſal. The Catholic Church is and can 
de but one; becauſe all the Chriſtians in the 


1229 
-C 


- world belong to it: and this is the Church 


1 the Church «+ tbe © Cociety of W 11 Ne 
« and continued according to the appointed ordinances, | 
with the uſe of the Sacraments, preaching of the Word, 
- Cenſures, &c. under Biſhops, or Paſtors: ſucceeding 
« thoſe on whom the Holy Ghoſt came down; and (by 
<< receiving ordination of thoſe that had that power before 


them, i. e. of the Biſhops of the Church, the continu- 


ee ed ſucceſſors: of the Apoſtles) lawfully. called to thoſe 
« offices. Pract. Catech. p. 346. See allo the learned 
| Pearſon on the gth Article of the "Creed. 99 


iy a 5 dete 


tions are, that own and profeſs the Chriſtian 


Faith. Yet all theſe C hurches are but parts 


985 Hane 6 3 9 : 5 
1 we profeſs to believe. - patzen: ah 
lar churches are many, as many as = Na- 


6 
e 
| - 


of the univerſal Church, 3 juſt as our ſeveral 30 


' Limbs and Members are 7 — of our BodyiF 


From this true Notion of the Church of | 


Chriſt, you may eaſily. diſcern. the Nature-of 


that Unity, which every Member of it is re. 
quired to maintain. The Church Catholic is patty 


one Body, profeſſing the ſame apoſtolic Faith, 


and united under one Head, by. one Spirit, 
communicated, through the {ons of theſame _ 


Sacraments, adminiſtered: by Paſtors lawfully 


ordained and e thereto. Agreeablx I J 
to what St. Paul faith, There. is one Body, and. ? 


one Spirit, even as ye; are called in que Hs. 
aur calling: one Lord, one Faith, one B 


Tiſn; [the Communion oF tne Bread ] and ane 1 3 


God and Father of all. 
But, though we grant every. Church, hah 


correſponds to the Definition. above-8 given, to 
be a true and living Member of the Church 


univerſal; yet it is very poſſihle, there may 
be a much greater Degree. of Purity in ſome 
than i in SEARS 5 e ** mixfare, of mur 


Fe” The hum of this 3 is a | Archbiſhop PO 2 


rmons, Vol. VII. Serm 5. whoſe Name will ever be 


dear to, and his Writings highly valued by every Proteſtant, = 


and every ſincere Member of the Church of Ei gland. 


See Bingban's N V II. p 307, and | 


Val. VI. by # Nc. 5 


man ; 


| as e<fentialb 
rule is, Let all things be done decently, and in 
arder. The Conduct of theſe matters depends 
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nature of the Government. And when they 
are cftabliſhed' by the beſt rules of human, 
pPrudence, every intelligent Member of the” 
civil Society, in order to keep up its Unity, 
would act rationally and religiouſſy, by con- 


Tha «again Mr won, 


2 h. eee to the Device off Je. 
ym On which account it behoves 


very rational and thinking Chriſtian ſefiouſs 


1 8 NT enquire after; and 5 F. himſelf to, that 


hurch which hath the beſt Evidences' 


| found Doctrine and juſt Diſcipline. While at 
the weed time, as a Member of the civil Socie- 


ty, he ſeems hound in Duty to that Society, 


and to the god order of it, to join in com- 
munion with the Church, which the Govern- 
ment by law eſtabliſhed ; in caſe he finds no- 
thing in ſuch a Church deſtructive of the 


foundations of Unity. For you BER. 


that as to the external adminiſtration of 
Churches, their ſeveral Ceremonies and Modes 


af worſhip, nothing is determined in Scrip- 
ture, neither is any particular form enjoined, 
neceſſary to Unity. The 9 4 


upon the wifdom of the Directors, and 


W e to _ ecclchajtical parent 


dee Ne Burnet s Diſcourſe W 8 Kung 


I, ao Archbiſhop Sharp's Diſcourſe concerning: aa, = 
in the ſecond Volume of his Sermons, E 7 
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No, in the Church of Egan 
n 9 


found. We are, therein, united to ons 


all the 
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Head, Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, by one Spirit 


N ” 4 


communicated to us in Baptiſm, and con 


firmed in che Lord's Supper: therein we pos 
bels the Faith of the Apoſtles, and enjoy.the.. 
adminiſtration of the Word and Sacraments 


oy 


under lawful Paſtors and Governors, duly or- 


dalned and appointed theręto; and of con- 
ſequence may reſt perfectly aſſured of Salva». 


. 


dained and appointed thereto; . 


2 


+. 
. 


can there be any neceſſity for being carrieda 


with every blaſt of Doctrine, and ſhifting. fem 
| Hide to fide; much leſs for uniting*ourſelves: 
_ to, thoſe, who break the Unity of that Charchz 
ſetting up, under a ſpecious pretence of more  - # 
elevated piety, a new Form and Diſcipline c 
their own, and allowing and countenanein?ng 
Teachers, who are commiſſioned neither by. | 
God nor man; from whom, of neceflity, no. 
ſpiritual ſupplies can be expected or derived ® © 
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It is ſtrange to obſerve ſuch men labouring to prove 
they are not Separati/ts or Schiſmatics ;_ urging- that they 7 
are true Friends to the Church of England, and have ne» 
Vor broke its unity, Their reaſoning is much of 2 piece 
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tion in the Communion of this Church, if we. R 


perform our part, and labour to. deep. up\ the _ 
Unity of the Spirit, in the hend of peace: ier 


7” Mm 


on i K ere: Wat: in order to 
\ keep up the. Unity of the Church in general, 
as well as with that wherewith you hold 
þ dien, Vour firſt care muſt be to be- 
| etna true Member of Chriſt, by a fincere = 
Siſcharge of your baptiſmal vow, and by a 
| #6hiewal and ratification of your” Covenant 
-with God at the holy Euchari/t. This done, 
by a regular e on the Miniſtrations of 
Fs Hwffül Paſtors, and in the exerciſe of 
and Charity, you muſt teſtify the fin- 
E of your vows, and the reality of) your 
faith; hich you ſhould endeavour to ſet- 
tte, to the utmoſt of your power, on the 
fue foundations of che ſa acred Scriptures ; and 
dd ſheſe 1 am perfuadet you will find the 
Faith of the Chürch of England exactly con- 
e An attention N Will be the 
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Puſcabs incbmpatable Provincial Tee. 55 d furely it 
V forpfrieing to read, . Reaſofs apain/!-a 'Sipariation from 
tte Church , England, 2 by the Rev. Mr. John 
45 elley, to the, Methodiſt Preachers, which are to he 
1 Pound at the cloſe of a book, lately publiſhed by that Gen- 
WA tleman, called, A Preſervative: SOAR e Nations 
Sy 4 ke in Religion. le : 
I cannot refuſe my Reiſer the ſatisfaction 00 - Archbi- 
thop Bramball's judgment in this caſe, who, „In the 
| 8 reateft Maturity of his judgment, and integrity of his 
-__  F*eonſcjence, Wheh moſt redeemed from juvenile fervors, 
$1 * Popular fallacies, "vulgar partialities, and. ſecular Hatte- 
d Ties, © declared, to the. preſent age and polterity, : that 
_ pot er he Was capable to move in ſo ſerious a ſearch and 
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2 W craftineſs of Deceivers. . N. 
e mit nothing! as an article of faith a 
55 * N 00 Which pen de nec 3 
* * This prinviple, had ib been 
aſtcaclily purſued. would hae prevented innu- 
| 1 Evils, and the pve W man; 
mauls who, not diſtinguiſhing between Arti- 
dLiles af Faith which are fn mental,” and 

; I which are not, have been led into a 
erneſs of error TOP Lag: e 
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«, wel . 
8 < mid deſign was, through Gog's: grace, ito nien 9285 
c and e in ſuch a profeſſion of Chriſtian 


= ec as hath moſt of truth and order, of power Ss Peace, 


ce of holineſs and ſotemnity; of divinewerity- and catholic 
< antiquity, of true charity and holy conflangys he 
could nat (apart from all prejudices and prepoſſoſſions) 
& find, in any; other Church, or church. way, antient or 
4. modern, either more of the good he deſired, ar Teſs .of 
4 the evil he would avoid, than he ad a long time dif- 
«+ cerned, and, upon a fri ſerutiny, motę and more ob- 
4 ſeryed in the frame and form, in: the Conſtitutiog a 
4 ſettled Diſpenſation of the Church of England, 
« where diviner-myſteries, no eee de grins, 
e holier morals, warmer devotions, apter-rituals, or me- 
& lier ceremonials. All which together, by a met and 
80 (happy. concurrence. of piety and prudence, brought fprth 
ce fue ſpirituals and graces, both in their habits, Seiles 
* and camforts, as are the life, and foul, and ſeal of true 
ce ireligion ; thoſe mote immediate and ſpecial influenges'of - 
God's holy Spirit upon the Soul, thoſe joint operations 
Þ f the Bleſſed Trinity, for the juſtification, ſanctißcag 


ion, and falvation of CY SUI Jes Br * 
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This dikinQicm: merits your: 8 Notice; 3 


Y 5 ; 2 it is but: too true, that very many of the _ 
Aifferences in the Chriſtian relißien have ariſen 
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from not duly attending to it, Ro. 
8 | Dean Serlbet has 
Well obſerved, that a fundamental 'Doc- 


or atleaſt from LP 


tine is ſuch a one, as is of fo eſſential ne- 


ceſſity to the Chriſtian covenant, that with 


4. out it the Whole building and ſuperſtrue- 


ture muſt fall. Now 5 Chriſtian Co- 
venant implies, 1. A Founder or principal 
ODovenantef. 2. A Subject capable of = j 

— covenanited with. 3. A Charter of Founda- 
tion. 4. A Mediator. 5. Conditions to be 
performed. 6. Aids or Means to enable to 
Performance. 7. Sanctions to bind the Co- 
venant and to ſecure Obedience. So that the 
Doctrines — of the ever blefled Trinity, the 
; - Founder and principal/ Covenanter ;;— of 


5 Man's Endowment with freedom of will, 10 . 
fllcr as to denominate him a moral Agent ;--- 


bk the divine authority of the Scriptures ;--- 
of the Atonement. and Satisfaction made 
by Chriſt; --- of Faith, Repentance, and 
a holy Lie of the Sacraments, and the 
- Aﬀiſtance of the holy Spirit, thereby com- 
ec Sn: and * ee e and 
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As on the e one A eim never give 8 
vf theſe, ſo gn the other we ſhould be ex 


1 careful not to enlarge the number of 
fundamental Doctrines; or rather not to 

hold and preſs ſuch as fundamental, and ef 
ſiontially 26 to Salvation, which really 
are not ſuch: for much is the prejudice that 


may ariſe from hence, much is the'prejudice” 


that hath, that doth ariſe from this methed 
of proceeding. Were we happily: to agree in 


theſe fundamental Doctines, this would, 


Ive, that ſpirit of forbearance, that can- 
dour and charity, which is no leſs amiable 
than important; as an exerciſe for which 


ſome men, perhaps, are permitted to be 


more than ordinarily attached to private and 


| peculiar opinions, With regard to theſes. 
we. ſhould, as one expreſſes it, Agree... 
« to diſagree.” All Men will never be End 
_aQly of the ſame Sentiments; but while Ve 
hold the Doctrines fundamental, however. 
we may diſſent in leſſer Matters, or poſibly. 8 


in the Manner of explaining e even 7 


SED 13 0 FO 20] 
* The ir 18 5 fined a aer Spee a 


what follows than could: poſlibiy be given here, to the 
learned Dr; Waterland's Diſcourſe: on Fundamentals; See * 


allo Dr. IV arts Works, Vol. VI. p. 6." Vell. J. which” 
is N the Reader's attention: 


oa i 3 of Man * oo comme, and Mie 


ignore 


things, promote that Chriſtian 


1 
N 2 8 e 


. Cavrzons 1 Wed , „ 


this ought never to break the Unity-of ; 
Spirit, nor deſtroy that Love which is the 
bend- of Peace. And though ſome. who em- 
brace and advance Dodriges un nd ental, 
which appear not to be ſuch, may chance to 
er againſt thoſe who cannot agree with 
them; yet Men of a moderate Spirit, while 
they take care properly to expreſs their diſ- 
apptobation of ſuch Tenets, ſhould not be 
wanting in that Love, which is the :charac- | 
teriſtie Ornament of their Religion. And . 
may be proper to obſerve, that in expreſſing 


our own Diſſent, as well as in guarding c others: 3 


from dan en aud erroneous K. LUI * 
rec” | 2 e e 


ighorance of Ae 15 0 thts Ls of 8 . 
manner of operation ſo profound; that it is ſurpriſing to 
ohſerve ſuch a multiplicity: of Diſputes reſpecting them. 
Mould we duly confider the reach of our preſent faculties, 
Ve ſhould contentedly acquieſce in an humble belief of 
thoſe diyine Truths, which are the immediate Diſcoveries 
of Revelarion, and which perfectly to comprebend, would not 
be to believe. Every thing reſpecting our Duty is plain 
I laid down; ſuch things, as in our- preſent ſtate io 
could not penetrate, are delivered as matters of faith ; 
| ſhould therefore drop all diſputes concerning them, and To 
as careful as poſſible how we preſume to explain them: For 
it is evident, that when we attempt to enter in the Mod: 
of the Divine Exiſtence, the manner of the Bleſſed Spirit's 
operations, the conſiſtency of Grace and Free-will, Fore- 
knowledge, c. and other polnts of the like nature, we 
are preſently loſt in a Labyrinth without a clue, and in 
the Darkneſs, of our contracted Sight, 700 wander and 
wander, and never, be nearer the End. 
LNay, this is the immediate Duty of the Clergy: „ 
at their Ortntin, have promiſed to be ready, a 4 
CELLS „ 


ing our 3 of Nitin, or in any 5 
ing our. friends from peſtilence and:poiſon.- '+ 
4 Such; is the Spirit of our excellent Church; 4 5 
ſuch i 18 the Spirit which ſhe recommends to 7 
all her Members; a Spirit, Which, doubtleſs © 
is one great cauſe of that general Eſteem ' 2 
wherein ſhe hath ever been held by all wha 3 


diffent, from her: it being em that 


8 "a | us. 


every Order and Party of Chriſtians com 
mend, 1 er e . the CONE ef 
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1 aud preſerve 3 Uoaity anc 
Honour of this Church, was the original pur 
of the Religious Societies; and they ſeem 
| 8 calculated- to ſerve theſe good Ends, 
They were, in the beginning, inſtitu- 
ted with an eſpecial- View, to the Inroads 
of Popery, as well as of every other evil Spt= _ . 
rit, which would either deſtroy or divide the 
Church of England. Their Utility then can 
not but be evident at preſent, when Papa 
makes, though not ſuch bold and open, yet 
large Advances ; and when Deiſm and 7 Loder 5 
lity on one hand, Ignorance and Enthuſiaſm 
on the other, certain introducers and harbin- 
zers of Popery of the worſt ſort,---{6 mianife! st. 


I Iy ſpread and prevail more and x more amon! zh 
e faithful Diligence, to baniſh and drive. away all errone- | 
"eli ous ang ſtrange Doctrines, contrary to Jod S 997 
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» Curious 5 Marnopisx, 

us. And fas the zedlous Patrons of theſe 
 _ _ Cauſes find; that the beſt Method to ſtrengthen 

= their-Intereſts, and unite their Party, is to 
* join in ſocieties, and hold their ſeveral con- 

ferences, ſhall it not ſtir up the ſerious and 

_ thinking, Members of our Church, to follow 

the ſame meaſures, for a better end, with a 

much better deſign; namely, to encourage 
and promote that Union, which we ſhall al- 
er find e wb the 1 beſt Ef- 

; 8 "FT * 1 

- PE For theſe of you, my able Spots, 
who already are Members of theſe Societies, 

1 cannot too much applaud your good inten- 
tions, or encourage your zeal. Go on in the 
uſeful undertaking, highly profitable to your- 
ſelves, very advantageous to others. Your 
own Rules are ſo excellent, that they entire- 

ly ſuperſede any thing I might have to ad- 
vance. But permit me, in this day of looſe 

wr Diſcipline and wild Doctrine, to beſeech you 

LCeearneſtly to take heed to yourſelves, and to 

1 be eſpecially careful of your Example. By a 
cloſe and ſtrict attachment to parocſial Com- 
ee —P uy 118 rs we of the Wann 
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fage full to my purpoſe, from an amiable and excellent 
Writer, with whom I ſhall always think it my happinefs 

to agree; Dr. Stanhope I mean, who, in his advice to the 
"Religious Societies, adding a, Poſtſcript to his Sermon, 

preached before them in 1702, obſerves—* As I ought © 

to — the ſtedfaſtneſs you — to the 20 — 5 
2 . | 6c ; Pr 


1 N Vnrry prada ; 


and be-wiictifa}” left you Mig d eb: 


pernicious Doctrines to which the Church, 
whereof you are Members, is an utter 
Stranger. It hath been obſerved, many 
amongſt yourſelves have complained of it, 


that our r Ae are N „ and no 


N f e marxvel, 
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4. ed Church, 9 mut 1 eie the wen to put you in 
<«- mind of the proper way of exprefling it; which is, by 
« all due deference to your reſpective Paſtors. ©. Not hav- 
&« ing itching ears, nor heaping to. your ſelves: Teachers: (28, 


« the Apoſtle ſpeaks) nor holding men's perſons in aumira- 


tion; but Keeping the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
6 Peace,” and waitin G. with all humility, for the Bleſ- 
% ſing and Grace of 'God upon his own Ordinances, in a 


6c regular, conſtant, parochial Communion. Your diſ- 


« poſition to this is in good degree expreſſed by the rea- 


* dineſs you preſcribe, to be directed by the Miniſter of 
« your own Pariſh, or one of his approving. And 1 


6 can, from my on experience, i teſtify the practice of 


c ble to it. Be ſure, hold faſt this principle, and be n 
<« prevailed with to depart from it, upon any known, 2 
“ ſuppoſed failures in your own, or any falſe notions of 


<< greater Edification from another Miniſter. For all this 
46 tends to looſen the Band of Union among Chriſtians, 
« An Union, which in the nature of the thing muſt be 
4 pradual: And therefore, as national Churches make up 
« the Church, Univerſal ; Dioceſan the National; Par- 
« chial the Dioceſan, ſo fingle perſons muſt main this 


« Union by conſtituting the Parochial. And be aſſured, 
| that God is neyer more honoured, nor men more editt⸗ 
ed, than when they apply to bim in the moſt petſeck 


45 der and peace, and receive his Word and Sacraments, 85 


„ at the hands of thoſe, to whom the Laws "of his 
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« ſuch as L am concerned to enquire into, to be agrees: 8 


Church, and of the State conformable to theſe, have 
committed t the truſt r K rightly” ung * adminiſtring 
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I any thing were. worth 
this 1 is moſt ſo ! 
zs caſt upon the Clergy, the. conſtant. Subject 
of — and Reproach with many, who 
moſt. loudly talk of a loving. meek, and 


1 a. , w —_ = 
8 — ; 
— r ee en at 4 — oo ern . 4 
» - ev; — - — — ve — U— pag. — 
F * 
= 2 * . 2 1 
OY L — 
- 7 
- s knit X WIRE * ; L "2 2 
E J N 4M 
C \ 8 © == 
4 4 . „ 1 2 : 4 ” 
I 7 = o 
: pl 5 * X 


means take upon | 
of all the Clergy; (would to God they were 


| God, there are many ſuch 


& Charge. The whole pieceisequally 


Timgu 1 * Societies, in 17 8-9. 
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&  CAuT1Ans. again Marwan, 

maryel,: when ſo many flock: to receive the 
Bleſſed. Sacrament from the hands of thole, 
who. haye no right to adminiſter it to — 4 


y. of wonder, ſure 
And as an exculc; the blame 


lowly Saviour's, Goſpel! Though I no 
me to juſtify. the Conduct 


all moſt ſtrictly and exactly conſcientious in 
the Diſcharge of their Duty; and, bleſſed be 
yet remaining 
amongſt us I) Vet of this I am fatisfied, that 
ſuch a manner of proceeding is never likely 
to have any good Effects upon your Paſtors; 


can ſerve only to irritate them more and mor 6. | 


and to ſet them ftill at a greater Diſtance 


from their Flocks. Therefore, let me not 


doubt of a far different conduct from you of 
the Societies ; and we truſt, that by your ex- 


act, conſcientious, and regular Bichasge, of © 
mw _ in e * e 709 


2 


6 thin to the 9 reſpectively under "RY : 
uſef and excellent; 
and Ihaye the ſatisfaction to obſerve, ee it is ſo welleſteemed 


by the Societies, as to be printed on a Sheet, and hung up 


in the ſeveral Veſtries where they meet, for conſtant and 


general inſpection. The ſame Cody oy! is alſo made in 


5. 1), 18. of a Sermon. preached by the W ON: Ber- 


n 


will 8 very beer towards 40 bs a 
of that rational piety, of that amiable and 
ferioud Religion, — * is the greateſt kan 

ment and Dignity of human Natur. 

; At 18 obvious 40: Very By- ander, 1 

much the Harmony of their Mac hath ſerv- 

ed the Cauſe of our modern Separat iſis; and 
it is lawful even to learn frem an Enemy. 

light not then an attention to this ſabje&t 
be well recommended to you? it ſeems likely 
to promote the intereſt of the Societies. For 
it 18 wodenaabits that the Pfalmody in the 

Church of England is not under the beſt re- 

gulations that might be: and it is much to 
de wiſhed, that the very loud and drutuling 

manner of our finging was more agreeably 
altered, which though, perhaps, not fo caly_ 

do be generally * effected in our Churches, 

you may W effect 1 in * ſeveral Sos 

1 10 


At the fame „ permit! me to: recom 


* 1 5 W "becauſe Thick the add to Ae 
giert Improvement in Singing, in many of our Pariſn 
Churches, eſpecially in the Metropolis. As it is a matter 
much worth attention, I have good hopes to fee ftill 
*. and more univerſal Improvement in this moſt de- 
 Fghtful' Branch of Chriſtian Worſhip; and at a time 

when we have ſo many excellent aaſters of Muſic, 'we 
may reaſonably preſume, that ſache of them will e exert | 
their abilities in this reſpect; nor amidſt their endeavours 
for the public am uſement, entirely neglect what may tend 
ſo * to thay ed ee and the ſervice of reli 
gion. 3 8 446 : n n 1 
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"Cay Thöne 4 eben, 


an attachment to any particular and indiffe- 
tent cuſtoms, much leſs a diſputatious and 


| overbearing. behaviour deter- young and ſober 


ſons from entering amongſt you. Win 


them by all poſſible means, and after the 
Example of your Bleſſed Maſter, gently lead 


the feeble and the faint, and Ty the Lambs, 


3 as it were, in your Beſom. 0 


But above all things, I muſt be 8 to 
183 upon you the ſtricteſt and moſt exact 
conformity to your own Rules. Tis fruitleſs 
to be Members of a religious Society, to pro- 


; feſs certain principles, and a regard to a par- 


ticular Church; and yet not ſhew forth a 


conduct more exemplary, or A Life more 


holy than others. The Unity of Chriſt's 
Body is then fearfully broken by us; when 


we diſobey the Dictates, and live contrary. to 
the Doderines of that Divine Spirit, who is 


the bond of our Union with Chriſt our Head. 


And as the deſign of his moſt holy religion is 


: to make us happy here, as well as hereafter 3 
is to diffuſe comfort, peace and joy wherever 
it is profeſſed; Let it be our ſtudy, that it 


may attain this valuable End, by * us a 


bleſſing to our own families: where our Love, 


our Tenderneſs, our Zeal for Chriſt; Where 


codur holy and heavenly Tempers ſhould. firſt 
F themſelves; 3 and WI from our fas 


3 


— < 8 
i: 22 # t 


7 dh a condeſcending and moſt gentle beha« - 


viour towards all young and weak members 
of your Societies. Let/not too moroſe or rigid 


= 
ba ih * 3 A 
, \þ 


. 081 Unity 3 3 23 
- fhould accompany us into the N : 
diſcovering to men, by the uprightneſs and 
| honeſty, the ſtrict juſtice and kind benevolence 
of our conduct, the: our Religion is ſome 
thing more than Profeſſion ; and that thoſe 0 
— Phineip les muſt. needs be good, which wy 3 5 
5 duce: lch commendable Fruits. a 
Thus will you, above all 8 methods! 5 
| recommend the religion of Chriſt, the Church 5 
of England, and your preſent Societies, which 


I doubt not, you: wall: diligently” frequent: 


for to be Members of them, and not attend 
them at all convenient opportunities, is to 
oy ſupport them feebly. with one hand, and to 
pull them down vickntly: with the other; 

; Lou will be regular then in your attendance, 
and make them, as they are deſigned, emi- 


nent Means of your Giritual Improvement, 


and of promoting that Unity, which ſhould 
be fo dear to us all; that fo your Light may 
une before Men, and they, ſering your good 
works, ay ghrify Ar Father” "Who", 15 in 5 


8 4.1 


"Thoſe of you, my. Brethren, of the - 
- Fat ſort eſpecially, ho are not yet Mem- 
bers of theſe religious Societies, and perbhass 
are Strangers to their Deſign and Utility, let 
me adviſe to inform vourſelves well hereof, == 
and to embrace the happy means, they afs 
ford, of Edification and inſtruction. Young _ 
People, well diſpoſed, are enerally enſnared 
. N by religions Dd 


le og RS, 


ufions : and you gi 
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g young [Friend on niet," as eh Age; 
when there is the greateſt Danger from awe 
9 3 cannot therefore be 


+ "The abile 8 for Baile cee 
tity abound every where: and their poiſonous _ 
| Books are but too generally ſpread and diffu - 
fed. The reaſoning and arguments in many 
ef them are often too plaufible' and . 
for the unfkilful-to diſcern their Deceit, o 
penetrate their T endency; and they rpc} 
their Effect but too Frequent] „ in wreftimg 
- unſtable. ſouls to their own perdition. On 
tte other hand, the Pautrons of Durham 
due in appearance ſo holy and zealous, and 
| 05 ere in n external 12 ED ns: 
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= 15 dd n nokta any wenn 5 underfload to. 3 
| that the Patrons of Euthuſiaſin are not what they Jeem,—are 
Hypecrites, and mere Prerenders to Piety. God forbid,. 
that I ſhould even think this, or take upon me ſo to jadge't 
For I am fatisfied, from an exact Obſervation of «the:Na- 
ture of Enthuſi afm, that the miſtaten Men over -whom it W 
Bath Power, are frequently as fucere as they are zealous, 
Exceptions there are, doubtleſs, and that very many: But 
where enthuſiaſtic principles haue fu ly poſſeſſed the Mind, 
they operate much more foreibly than the more cool and 
ſober Determinations of Reaſon. The authority of the 
great Mr. Locke, on this Head, may be of much more 
3 than any ſentiments of mine: and he, in his ex- 
eellent Chapter on Enthuſiaſm, remarks, That **:wheretit 
once gets footing, it works more powerfully on the per- 
fHuaſions and actions of men, than either Reaſon or Di- 
vine . or both ä : Men being moſt for- 
er 
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i As 7 A Mrs 1⁰ infeious, - that the 


not ion, but avoid them.” 
No to eſcape the Evils boch of Deijn cfm arid 


"Enthufiaſm, as well as to promote a true, f- 
lid, and rational Improvement of your Souls 


in Holineſs; to prevent the ill Effects arifing 


from diſ- union; to promote all the good ones .- 
Which follow from that Union, which is ſo 


neceſſary in the Body of Chriſt; nothing 


Will conduce more, than an Aadmiffion into 


theſe Religiaus Societies ; where you will be 
inſtructed in all the branches of true practical 


religion, in the Doctrines of the Church of 
_ *Evgland, and in whatever tends to ſound | 
Path and real Godlinefs. . You will there 


Have an opportunity to propoſe any ſeruples 


Wich may arife in your minds, and to Zain 


2 the defred ſatisfaction from your: doubts. 


"ty obedient to the impulſes they receive from "EY 


ſelves ; and the whole Man isifure:to act more vigoroulhy, 


7 the whole Man is carried by a natural motion. For 

| WL Loncfit. like a new Principle, carries all eaſily with 

| 3. en, got above common ſenſe, and freed from 40 . 
ſtraint of reaſon and check of Yeltettion, it is Hheighitened 

ato a divine Authority, in concurrence with dur own _ 
temper” and inelinatien.“ See the whole nan LE 


eon the Hum, Under flanding, B. 4, LE 


; You 
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Dom inp ring are preſently caught with te 
ſpecious ſhew, and the beſt minds, through _ 
bh 1 eir native fimplicity,” moſt eafily drawn E 
"fide, in direct contradiction to the advice'of _ 
St. Paul, which we read to You at the bevin- 

ning: Mark thaſe that cauſe Divz Mont, LY 1 
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3 | CapTiONs apeinf Mer noblen, 4 


You, will there be ſecured, 28 much as human | 
means can ſecure, in the right way to Lale, 
and be preſeryed. 1 in that even 'path of piety, 
"mb ich is ſo honourable in the Eyes, of all, 


Which will be * Peaceful and pleatant to 


yourſelves, 1 ys 
For believe me, ng eier 7 wy YT, 
13 may render you averſe to ſerious think- 
ing. true Happineſs is ſought for in vain 
elſewhere. The giddy round of jovial pleaſure, ö 
the merry madneſs of unthinking Delight, the 
toxicating Draught of unlawful and rorbid- 
- Tranſports, . are big with the keeneſt 
Sorrows, are ſpeedily followed by the moſt 
bitter Reflections. Human Nature can find in 
theſe no place whereon to reſt its fost; and if 
you purſue theſe,---farewell the Hopes of o- 
lid. Happineſs. Undiſguiſed Religion and 


pure Virtue, an awyful Regard to your God N 4 


and your Saviour, and a diligent Diſcharge of 
. your Duty to Man, will alone procure Peace 
at your latter End, and ſoften the pillow. of 
Death; Peace, more abundant, 9 80 more 
_ early you ſet out in that path, of pleaſantneſs; „ 
to which theſe Societies will 1 you ; 
and prove we, have Hope, the bleſſed occa- 
ions of ever preſerving you in it. Thus 
alone can you honourably diſtinguiſh your- 

{elves ; for young Men have already run ſuch 

| Lengths, that you cannot expect to excel, be 
you never ſo heroic in Iniquity. It will be: no 
ole: matter to an them in e | 
5 e e and 


1 eee eee ' 
_ amdthus to obtain the zoff 


pared. te to meet with! Enemies! and thoſe f = 
different ſort: yet be not diſcouraged; r 
but! a8 fore-warned, TO on with Bens _ 
alaeri Ho; {1377 "BY _ 
2 -"The-woildly er ohne: the v6hypo _—_ 
| an and nike. Wann, diſpleaſed at a conduc 
Which ſo eminently condemns: their "own; 
will, by mockery: and reviling> labour, all 
they can, to diſeountenance and diſctusge 
you, and to bring à reproach on your profel>- 
on. They wilf ſay their worſt, al the 
worſt they think they have now to Wy; in 
% That you are a Methods”: .. 
Wich reſpect to'this Chip thowgh,” An 
to be feared, very frequently urged by thoſe 
; who are abſolute Strangets to its purpoſe an 
import, yet it may he uſeful to obſerve,” ht 
if you really are attached to the Mey od a 3 
T hope you are not; if you bear their 
Preachers; if you attend their Meetings, | 
and appreve their diſtinguiſhing” Doctrine“ 
and Practices; then this can be nd Call 
for che Truth can newer Bets reproath? BU 
on the contrary, if you are, as 1 ſuppoſe, no! — i 
Haren or Fauourertof them; neithe- attach ; | 
ed to their Party, nor-inclined to their PH 
ciples; bur found in your Faith, ſteadfaſt to 
your Church, regular and conſtant in your * 
1 * yu iche are * . Va 7 3 
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28 CavuTions.agam MrTropis, 
ance of parochial Communion, ſober, exem- 
plary ry, and diligent. in your Diſcharge of all 
moral and ſocial Duties; then are you no Me- 
thodi, but a true Chriſtian, on the ſure 5 
foundation of the Goſpel, and on the princi- 
ples of the Church of England; and this 
Name may well be en with joy, as a: 
mark of your true Chriſtianity; and as thrown 
againſt you in contempt and reviling, fugy, 
and only on account of your more ſober and 
exemplary conduct, you have reaſon to re- 

joice in it, and to apply your Saviour's words, | 
 Bleffed are ye, when Men ſhall revile you, and 

Haak all manner of evil againſt you, falſly for my 

Jae rejoue and be exceeding glad; for great is 
_ your reward in Heaven. 

But, however the worldly and . 
may ſtigmatize the more a and regular 
Chriſtians with the Name of Metliolliſte, as a 
Name of the utmoſt reproach and infamy ;. 
yet you will find no cauſe to imagine your: . 
ſelves ſuch, from the treatment you muſt 

expect from this ſort of people, if your con- 
duct be agreeable to what we have recom- 
mended ; if you be careful to preſerve the 
Unity of the Church by ſuch a Demeanour, 
by ſuch a faith and practice, as we have 
| ſhewn:to be your bound Duty and reaſon- 1 5 
able Service. 

For ſo far from allowing you to 15 6 one we ; 

them, nay, or indeed even a Chriſtian, theſe 


of more Zeal 8 Knowledge, _ 
call 


», 


# b 


+ OR 
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N you a Formal, * a mere formal Profef- 
1 for Nang very freely pronounce ek 4 ſtranger 
to regenerating Grace, with ri 

rage, and without any fear. 1555 let Lil this 
appellation ſhake your confidence, while it - 
may Jead you thus prudently to diſtinguiſh, 
If you are one of thoſe who imagine that, 
| becauſe” they go conſtantly to Church, and 


ſometimes receive the Sacrament ; can talk 
müch in favour of the Liturgy: of the Church 
of England, and are mighty i in words for her 
excellent Conſtitution; and therefore con- 
clude that they are the only Churthmen, and 
rely, like the Papiſts, on the mere work 


done for Salvation; then are vou a Formaliſi 


indeed, and have no reaſon to be offended on N 


the application of a Term, which you fo. 
1aftly deſerve, which is at once fo alarming 
to yourſelves, and ſo diſhonourable to your 
profeſſion. But on the other hand, i you.. 


are humble in heart, and lowly in mind; 


firm in your Faith, and blameleſs in your 


Life; ſenſible that you can do nothing with- 
out the Grace, that you are nothing without 
the Merits of Chriſt ; and if, in this Spirit, 
you, think yourſelf bound to keep. up the. 
Unity of the Church, whereof you are a 
Member, by duly attending its Sacraments 


and Services; and do not dare to run after 


every bold Man, who in any, in every place, 
takes upon him the uncommiſſioned Duty of 


N if you are thus regular in rr. 
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Life, and regular in your Devotion, never be 


moved at the formidable cry. of . Formali 5 To - 
in which they only, are. concerned, but they. : 
much are concerned, who. depend on their 6 


farms, and rely on their external ſervices.” _ 


But if this reproach. will not ſhake you, i 


they have another at hand, and one moſt fa- 
miliar in their Mouths. They will tell you, 


if you happen to have a little more prudence. 
and caution, than to run the abſurd Lengths. 
they propoſe, . and. if you live ſoberly and 
quietly in the manner above deſcribed, they 
will tell you, that © you are afraid of Man; 


* 


This, it muſt be owned, is a heavy charge, 


and one which it much concerns us to be 


well ſatisfied i in our own conſcience, that we 
are free from. There are two remarkable 


inſtances * of the Fear of Man mentioned in 
the Goſpel; the will ſhew us well what 


that fear meaneth. Nicodemus is one, 9% 


came to Jeſus by night for fear of the Jews. 


Many of the chief Rulers ſupply us with the 


e : who, though they believed on Jeſus, 


That alſo of the Parents of the Blind Man mention 


ed, St. John ix. 22, 23. might be added. The per- 


ſons who are ſo free with this charge, will do well to re- 
collect, that it was never the cuſtom with their Divine 
Maſter, to diſcourage the ſmalleſt beginnings of Grace; 


never his cuſtom to quench the ſmoaking flax, or breaæ 


the bruiſed reed. Fearful of Men as Nicodemus was, even 

he was accepted. Let this teach and commend a more 

gentle aad Tories: elk. i 
5 had 


8 5 F ans 


- Or URI x recommended.” 31 
had —_ ace to confeſs their Faith; Be- 
cauſe, we are told, rſiey loved the praiſe of Men 
more than the pruiſ of God. Now if you 5 
fear the Diſpleaſure, or love the Praiſe of 
Men, as to omit to own and confeſs Chriſt, 
Vw you may incur any Danger or Loſs by 
ſo: doing; then certainly you are highly 
blame -worthy; you ſtand” guilty and ad- 
judged of this heavy Charge. But if you are 
never backward or fearful, when any necef-" - 
ſity calls, to confeſs your faith in Chriſt cru 
cified; and that at any hazard, willing rather” 
to forfeit all things, than the approbation of 
your Lord, and * Teſtimony of a good 
Conſcience ; you are, without controverſy, 
perfectly clear of this Cenſure, and have no 
cauſe to be affected by it. 

It is frequently thrown out, by Eut hf | 
| of. all Denominations, againſt thoſe Who do 
not come into their principles, and follow 
their practices; who have not ſo much ar- 
dour of paſſion, and ſo little bias of Judg-- 
ment as themſelves ; and who do. not think 
it a Duty to hold with them, as efſential/ to 
Salvation, the practice or omiſſion of ſome of” 
the moſt ordinary and indifferent Things in 
Life. A contrariety hereto, and an avoiding 
or diſapprovin g their ways, ſeldom fails to 
procure from them the heavy Imputation of 
the Fear of Man. But this is very little to 
be regarded by thoſe, who at all ſeaſonable 
times are ready to declare their faith; and 
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who would rather give up their Life, and 
their All, than the high and glorious hope 
of "everlaſting Lite, through, "6 Chek. e 
At the ſame time we may obſerve; * 

«6 bold Cenſures, thrown out 
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nately, are but-ſorry proofs: of the goodneſs. 


1 
of the Cauſe, which they are deſigned to 
1 commend. For as they fully ſpeak a proud 
wy and a Baugh ty Spirit, as well as a very nar- 
. row one, which would confine all Fruth, 
[AN Knowledge, and Piety, within/thelittle bounds 
A of a particular Sect. or Society; ſo do: they 
ji. too plainly declare, that this Spirit 15: not of 
th: Chriſt. . And verily. there ſeems to me no- 
1 thing, which ſo much and ſo clearly proves 
1 the Badneſs of the Cauſe of the Sectaries, as 
FN well as of the Eipouſers * of ſore other mo- 
wh  dern Notions, as that great and glaring want 
A of Charity diſcernible, amongſt them; and 
_ that abſurd and unchriſtian manner of. con 
165 b It will eafily be ng, that I refer. 8 to 8 : 
1 Notions of Mr. Hutchinſon ; of which I am bound to ſpeak 
bt: bi wWioͤith the greater candour and moderation, as having once 
bt b | entertained a more favourable Opinion of them, than 
* 


1 maturer Judgment, and more impartial Examination, 
. ſuffer me at preſent to entertain: However, I would not 


1 by any means be underſtood to aſſert, that all the favourers 
5 of theſe Opinions are of the ſame Spirit with the firſt Au- 
| thor of them: ſince I have the pleaſure to know ſeveral; | 


of whoſe Abilities, Sincerity, and true Chriſtianity, it 
would be criminal to admit a doubt; and who, I truſt, 
by the Blefling of God, when riper Judgment, and more 


come as uſeful as they are amiable. 


; 1ndifcrimi- 


free Thought ſhall have removed their preudices, may be⸗ 


5148 e 


vl 


EY 3 Uni ity bende ox: 


- 3 all _ ſincerity, and bath within. 8 


their own very limited pale. 


Theſe Conſiderations may To to arm Jour Bp 


againſt. the Calumny of the Fear of Man; 


which ſome are uſed to deal out fo liberally. 


to. thoſe who do not. chuſe to run their 
Lengths of Riot, but after their Maſter's ad- 


| 2 would wiſh to unite ſome of the N 


dom of the Serpent with the Simplicity of the 5 
Dove 3: either of-which urs as improper alone, ; 


as they are excellent when conjoined. 
If theſe Reproaches are found unavailin g. 


rr they perceive that your Life and Conduct 
can give no handle for, that your Lips utter= . - 
ly diſclaim all attachment 20, their opinions 


and whence beſides, we ſhould judge of 
men and their manners, I know not they 
will yet go one ſtep farther, and declare, 


that * however for worlaly Ends you may 


% adilſemble, you are notwithſtanding one of 


e them in your Heart; you are, in We real 5 


« Jnuclinations, a Methodiſt. 


This, I truſt, will never cake your G 1 
dence, but while you abhor and reject the 
infamous inſinuation, from thoſe, who pre- 


ſume to uſurp the dread prerogative of God, 


who dare to judge the ſeerets of the Heart; 


it will make you more ſteadfaſt in your be- 5 
lief, and more zealous in your attachment __ 
the Church of England. 


Thus have I very briefly touched upon 


ſome of the common and trying Reproacher 
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of the preſent Day, the better to eſtabliſh 


ou, my younger Bret hren, in the F aith, | 


and: to forewarn you what you muſt expect, 
that you may be the better able to bear it. 


And let me conclude with obſerving, that 
Whatever may be the Temper 


of the Adver- 
ſaries of our Church, her own hath always 
been diſtinguiſhed for its moderation, can- 
And let me intreat 
vou ever to manifeſt yourſelves her true Sons. 


by the fame amiable Diſpoſition; however 
oppoſed or reviled, revile not by any means 


again; but only with meekneſs and wiſdom 
_ the reaſons of your Conduct and Carri- 
But let me adviſe you, never attempt 


3 on diſpute with an Enthuſiaſt; no 


good can ever come from it; for ſuch per- 


ſons have no intention to come over to your 
Opinions: they only talk to convert and ſave 


you, as they pleaſed to phraſe it: and 


they have a ſhort method of baffling every 


argument which may be urged either from 


Reaſon or Scripture rightly: underſtood; by 7 


telling you, that they have Eyes, and you 
have not; that they ſee, and you do not. 7 
And if this be the caſe, how vain is it to rea- 
ſon: with thoſe who are endowed with ano- 


ther Senſe, with a faculty of Knowledge and 


Diſcernment denied to you? Let it be your: 


* How far thisagrees with what Mr. Locker has "APE of 
Enthuſi a/m, the Reader will ſee, by conſulting the 


rt 
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Ox, UniTy recommended. 35 1 
fixt rule never to attempt it; for religious Diſ- 1 


putations, even at the beſt, are ſeldom productive 
of much advantage. Vet never be back- 
ward to give a reaſon of the Hope that is in 
you, with meekneſs and fear, whenever it 
may be neceſſary +; not forwardly obtruding, 
or unſeaſonably preſſing religious ſubjects, 
where they may rather harm and effend, 
than profit. This is throwing Pearls before | 
Swine. Chriſt's Religion confiſts more in 
ſilent activity, than in a noiſy and obſtrepe- 
 _ rous' fluency of words. Speak eſpecially by | 
; your Liſe and Conduct. And while defirous 
to preſerve yourſelves from any Deluſions on 
the right hand, or on the left, and to keep 
up the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond , 
Peace; labour to do ſo, not only by the 
ſoundneſs of - your Faith, and the holineſs of 
your Life, but by the Love of your Soul, 
and the benevolent Charity of your Diſpoſt- 
tion; walking worthy of the Vocation where- 
with ye are called, with all lowlineſs and meek= 
neſs, and long-ſuffering, forbearing one another 


in Love. 


+ Nothing will' better enable you to do this, than a 

careful peruſal of Dr. Sguire's uſeful and excellent Work, 

lately publiſhed, entitled, * Indifference in Religion inex- 
caſable; or, a ſerious, impartial, and practical Review of 
the Certainty, Importance, and Harmony of Religion, 
both natural and revealed ” where the learned Au- 


_ thor has, with great Judgment and Elegance, collected 1 
together the Eyidence in behalf of Natural and Reveal Re | _ BZ 
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* 


Nor ever forget, that as Love is the diſtin- 


oviſhing characteriſtic of true Chriſtianity, ſo _ 
no To 8 ſupplies us with ſuch motives 


to it. For all ſincere Believers are Members 
of one Body, united under one Head, Chriſt 
Jeſus the Lord, by the Bond of Life, the ever 
bleſſed Spirit, communicated by the fame 


| Sacraments, adminiſtered to us by Paſtors- 


who derive their Commiſion from the ſame 


Authority. We all profeſs one ſolemn Faith, 


ſummed up in our Creeds; we are called to 


one Holineſs and Purity ; we have all one 


Hope, and are, all travelling to one Home: 
we have all one. God and Father; we are all 


made of one Blood and being thus all Bre- 


thren, journeying one Road, let us jointly 


remember Foſeph's Advice, See that ye fall not 


out by the Way. To which end, let us as 
carefully avoid whatever may make a Separa- 
tion in the. Church, and break the Unity of 
the Body of Chriſt, as we would the moſt 
pernicious ] Poiſon; * let us avoid, as We. wouJd 


If. we haue been to unhappy. as to have been guilty of 


this great Crime and Offence, and to have done any 


thing which may tend to deſtroy the Unity of the Church, 


the only method by which we can teſtify our true re- 
pentance, or make any amends to the public, is to return 
from the error of our ways, to retract, and unite ourſelves 
again to the Body of Chriſt; and ſurely there is nothing in 
ſuch a Conduct, which true Senſe and real Virtue need be 


» than ** Book of Retradtationt. 
my 89 Death 


aſhamed of; nothing which the ſincere and ingenious 
| ww not approve. No part of St. Auſtin's Works is 
> wig more. pleaſure, or bath gained the Author more 


* £ * 0 q 


| Or, Unity recommended. 37 
Death and Hell, whatever may give offence 
and ſcandal to our Brethren, and may tend 
to break the ſweet Bond of Love; ſtriving, 
to the utmoſt of our ability, to promote bro- 
therly Peace, 1556 and Concord; which 
will beſt be done by a PURE FAITH, by 
an HOLY LIFE, and by a FORBEARING 
CHARITY. „„ 
In which, that we may all abound, God, 
in great Mercy, grant; and to this End, let 
us unite in ſupplications to the throne of 
J Grace, in the excellent words of our Church, 
which are well adapted to what hath gone 
before, - O God, the Father of our Lord 
«« Jeſus Chriſt, our only Saviour, the Prince 
* of Peace, give us Grace ſeriouſly to lay to 
* heart the great Dangers we are in by our 
« unhappy Diviſions ; take away all hatred 
« and prejudice, and whatſoever elſe may 
* hinder us from godly Union and Concord. 
That as there is but one Body and one Spi- 
« rit, and one Hope of our Calling; one 
4 Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God 
« and Father of us all; ſo we may hence- 
forth be all of one Heart, and of one Soul, 
« united in one holy Bond of Truth and  ** 
4% Peace, of Faith and Charity, and may, "2 
with one Mind, and one Mouth, glorit 
«« Thee, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
„ Amen.” 1 5 1 
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